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The Bible clearly teaches us that God created the world. The Bible also teaches us that God watches over
the world. Our Savior Himself said, “My Father has acted until now and I also act!” In the Book of Wisdom
we read: “Everything was created by Him and in Him and He is before everything, and everything is in Him!”
You are questioning why Divine Providence allows these various evils. There are various answers and reasons
for them. Of course, you know why there was the Great Flood! You surely know why fire and brimstone was
rained down upon Sodom and Gomorrah! You also know why Lot’s wife was changed into a pillar of salt!
You know why God sent the plagues on the Egyptians. You know why Pharaoh and his army drowned in the
Red Sea! You know why Moses himself only saw the Promised Land from a distance. You know why a
habitual drunkard loses his health. You also know why a lazy person or an inconsiderate spendthrift ends up in
the Poor House! Or why a skinflint or miser often dies of hunger! Of course, you know and understand all of
these cases! God created nature and natural laws! He created natural forces which have natural beginnings!
God doesn’t abolish or suspend these laws except in unusual circumstance. But, God gave man an intellect so
that he could learn how to defend himself against the forces of nature. If, however, man neglects to do so, is
that God’s fault? This points to negligence, weakness and human impotence.

Did God want the world war? Absolutely not! The German powers wanted it due to their greed, their
revenge, their hatred and their senseless and absolute arch-patriotism. They openly threw God out of
governments and countries. They got what they wanted — devastation, hunger, misery and death!

Was it God Who caused the Great Depression in our country? At no other time in the United States did we
have such abundant crops and such rich harvests as during the time of the Depression. The fruit rotted on the
trees, the vegetables rotted away in the fields, the corn and grains molded away in the granaries. Meanwhile,
governments burned the coffee plants, ruined all the grain and drowned all the fruit while the people were dying
of hunger! Is God responsible for that? God is good and merciful but it is people who are evil and deceitful; in
their self-conceitedness, they become small, miserable and helpless!

You ask why God doesn’t just punish those who are guilty? Because He is God Who doesn’t want to lose
the sinner but wants him to convert! Furthermore, for us mortals God’s plans are inscrutable! God always
gives people the possibility of gaining merit through the bearing of tribulations and sufferings. In the eyes of
God, the whole world is like the prodigal son. People become stronger by undergoing problems and sufferings.
From such problems, we learn patience and humility and we learn through them to be grateful and prayerful.

Allow me now to summarize that long talk I just gave:

1. Often, during their lifetime, God bestows material goods upon people who are indifferent and do not
believe in God as a reward for having done something good at some time, so that These individuals,
after death can have no claim on God. Then, God will tell them, “You have already received you reward
during your lifetime!”

2. Many non-believers lead an honest an exemplary life, not because they don’t believe, but because they
base their lives on principles of Christ. This often happens among those who at one time were believers
but later lost their faith.

3. God does not want people to suffer and for evils to happen on earth. However, god did not create man
as a slave but as an intelligent and free individual. Therefore, it is man who through his intelligent and
willful behavior brings upon himself misfortune and unhappiness. God does not interrupt or suspend the
actions of nature and the natural laws. God sends us into the world after having given us grace and
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talents. He gives us the free choice of reward or punishment when He tells us, “Choose wisely, so that
you don’t complain later!” St. Thomas Aquinas teaches us that God is the Administrator of all
existence. He allows certain shortcomings in certain things in order that the perfect good of the universe
would not be frustrated.

Now, allow me to say something concerning a very touchy subject. I am not a lawyer nor have I been
chosen to defend priests. I am only saying what my conscience tells me to. There is no nation or people on
carth that is better or more pious than our own Polish people. In spite of that, there is no other priest in the
world who is so severely criticized, so closely watched, so often humiliated, abused and even persecuted as a
poor Polish priest! People forget that when he received Holy Orders at ordination, that did not automatically
erase all his human weaknesses and shortcomings. There were only twelve Apostles, yet in that small group
was Thomas the Skeptic, Peter the Denier and Judas, Miser and Betrayer! Please remember this! Our Polish
clergy are respectable , exemplary, they have a great heart, sympathize with their people and they carry out their
duties very conscientiously. These duties have never been easy to fulfill, especially now in our times. What
don’t the people want and what do they demand of their priest? He is forced to pull his priestly load which is
overloaded with difficulties and with the weight of people’s burdens and problems along the road of his
vocation. Instead of hearing words of encouragement and acknowledgement, instead of seeing a helping hand
and one that supports him, he is forced to hear words of abuse and condemnation. He sees only those who are
sneering and those who are criticizing! Or perhaps he sees only those who are cold and have no interest!

A Polish Catholic does not know how, does not want or doesn’t have the courage to stand up in defense of
his priests! In defense of his people, the priest always steps into the first line of fire. However, his people draw
back and hide!

Our fathers and ancestors were not like that! Pick up and read history of counter-culture and the
persecutions by the Russian governments. Learn from them and take their example.

Some man or woman stops giving to church and throws away her faith because some priest was maybe a
little too strict in demanding order and the following rules, etc. Take a close look at some of these matters and
deal with them in a practical, just and intelligent manner! Stop reading these writings, especially the Polish
ones that cast every Polish priest as a Judas or a mother-in-law! Remember that always and everywhere, in
good times as well as bad times, the Polish priest is always with the Polish people!

Now, just a few words to the author of all these questions: “My dear fellow country-man: You are not a
non-believer. You had parents who were believers and they gave you a Christian upbringing. You yourself
were a believer despite the fact that you are trying to convince yourself and me that you weren’t. Even until
this day, you believe. However, you have become indifferent towards your faith. You have neglected certain
practices of our faith, that’s true! However, in your life, you are still being guided by the principles of our faith.
What you must do now — is humble yourself a little. Bow your head, bend your knees and striking your breast,
hurry back as fast as you can to the home and arms of our Father! Show your good will and don’t ask anymore
‘Why?’ but firmly tell Him — ‘I believe!”
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March 13, 1938
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

I am convinced, as you already noticed this one thing that you may not have understood, that in my talks, I
seldom give examples from ancient times or from the lives of saints. However, I use a great many examples
from current times and from current lives. I do this purposely. You will never find so much rich material and
such a store of knowledge in any book other than the Bible as is found in the book of peoples’ lives in this
generation that is so characteristic and so variable. Every one of us takes a livelier interest in the people and in
the lives of people who, until recently or perhaps even until this very day must bear that huge and heavy cross
of daily living. All of this speaks to us in a more sincere and more convincing way than those things that
happened hundreds or thousands of years ago! Regardless, those things that once existed or used to happen —
exist even today and the same happens today, for there is really nothing new under the sun!

Today, we watch with fear and trembling what is happening in countries and societies. For our
shortcomings, our pains and our worries, both, those of our society and those of the nation, they give us general
advice, general means and some type of numerous remedies and medicines. All of this is artificial and
ineffective because it doesn’t go to the source nor does it touch the roots of the problem. Our troubles in society
and our national difficulties are nothing else but the troubles, difficulties and sufferings of families, members of
families or of certain individuals — but all greatly magnified.

Therefore, it is first necessary to look into the hearts of all fathers and mothers, sons and daughters. These
must then take the medicine that will restore them to health. Then it is necessary to tie and unite all parental,
marital and family ties. Thus, one must move slowly, step by step and systematically. But, one must always be
grounded on the principles of God, Christ and Christianity. This will revive societies, nations and the entire
world. Here is an example:

“Just before Christmas, a Polish man from Pennsylvania came to me for confession. I had never seen him
before and I doubt that I will ever see him again. This is what he told me: “Father, I was born in the woods of
Wisconsin. There was no church or any school there. My father raised me because my mother, of Swedish
descent, ran away from him. We lived with woodcutters. The majority of them drank their entire pay.

When I was seventeen years old, I, too, left my father and went to Chicago where I got a job in a factory.
In the evenings I attended school. I didn’t go to church and I never prayed because no one ever told me about
such things.

One evening, I was walking by a Polish church and I entered. The priest was speaking against drinking
saying that one should avoid all occasions that lead to it and to pray. I sat and listened to this entire sermon and
then went to the priest for some information. I then attended classes in religion, was baptized and received my
First Holy Communion. Then I began going to church regularly and things were going well for me and I saved
a lot of money.

1 got married and we moved to Pittsburgh because my wife had relatives there. I opened two businesses
there and everything went well for me. However, this success went to my head and I no longer had time to
pray. 1neglected church and I forgot about going to confession. I was getting along too well!
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I began to buy up real estate and to expand my business. I never gave a thought to my future. The better
things went for me, the farther I went from God and church.

Then, all of a sudden came the crash! It hit me as with a hammer and knocked everything into pieces and
totally broke me. They took away my stores. They took away my homes and all my properties. I was left
without a penny, without any foundation or support! I had nothing — neither in my soul nor in my heart nor in
my hand! I was totally stripped — inside and outside!

It was only now that I understood that I had placed all of my faith in temporal and material things which
collapsed and choked me. I then understood that the only certainty and safety is faith in God because that is the
only thing that lasts forever! I returned to my faith and the church. Now, I am again on my feet. I am peaceful,
satisfied and happy — because I possess a faith in practice.”

Thus, everyone — families, societies, nations, and the world — all will be peaceful, satisfied and happy when
they begin to put their belief into practice!”

Now let me finish the matters from last Sunday’s talk.

STILL — UNTIL NOW. — WHY?

The second question from one of our old timers from Springfield, Mass. Is this: “During the Holy Mass,
why are vestments used that are woven with silver or gold thread? Christ never wore anything like that.
Couldn’t something cheaper be used?”

In the Old Testament, when they were concerned about arranging the Tabernacle, God Himself spoke thus
to Moses: “Tell the sons of Israel that they should collect elements from every person who offers it willingly.
And this is what you should collect from them — “gold, silver and copper; hyacinth scarlet and crimson yarn that
has been dyed twice and the threads of goat’s hair. And they will make Me a Sanctuary and I will dwell among
them. Have them make me a chest of acacia wood. Overlay it with pure gold, both, inside and out and make a
gold molding around it. Make a table of acacia wood. Overlay it with pure gold and make a gold molding
around it!”

Do you see what God Himself insisted upon when it concerned His Sanctuary, the Ark, the table and the
altar for holocausts? God also gave certain instructions concerning the dress or vestments of the priests. They
were to be made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet yarn and with finely twisted linen. God also
directed that they be adorned with precious stones, golden clasps and chains of gold. God insisted on twelve
precious stones, one for each of the names of the twelve sons of Israel! God also ordered golden bracelets, rings
and bells of brass covered by the purest gold adorning the elegant work of the wood-carver.

In addition to this, read about the amazing riches and magnificence of the Temple of Solomon. Not only
the Bible speaks of it but also many historians. If we really wanted to understand the mystery, the immensity
and the holiness of our Holy Mass, we would not be surprised about the use of clean, beautiful and ornate
liturgical vestments.

Go to Turkey, Africa or Japan and you will see the kind of elegant and extremely rich garments their pagan
priests wear at the rituals of their religion.
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You read about the receptions at the palaces of kings. You also read about the required formal dress of
those attending them. You know that for these occasions, people spend thousands of dollars for their dress and
entire fortunes are spent on rings, beads, bracelets, necklaces and chains. You, yourself and your entire family
dress up in your very best clothes when you are expecting guests or you are going out to visit others.

We Catholics firmly believe that God lives in our churches - God the Creator, our Lord, Savior and Judge.
If the faithful who go to church dress up in their best clothes, what can I say about the priests who are at the
altar? True — Christ never dressed in costly garments, but He did so in order to raise the meaning of poverty
and mortification in the eyes of the world. Besides, Jesus Christ was not only Man but also God!

As for us — we are only human! Since Christ was born in a stable, does that mean that we should all be
born in a stable? Because Christ rode on the back of a donkey, does that mean that none of us should ever ride
on a train, in a car or plane or even a horse and buggy — or even a bicycle? Since Christ died nailed to a cross —
does that mean that we should all die by crucifixion?

After all, Christ changed water into wine! You try to do it! Christ fed a crowd of thousands with a few fish
and pieces of bread! Try to do the same! Christ cured people and raised the dead back to life! Why aren’t you
doing the same? Christ calmed storms! Do the same! Christ, with His own power, arose from the dead! Are
you going to be able to do that?

Now, do you understand that your argument that was because Christ did something or didn’t do something
does not hold water? Can we quote Christ’s words here where He complained — “The poor you always have
with you, but you do not always have Me!”

The third question: “Why does the Pope ride in an automobile covered with gilded damask linen? And why
is the Pope carried in a sedan-chair even though he is not a cripple? Christ never did that!”

I am again turning the pages of the Bible. St. Matthew writes that at the explicit command of Christ, His
Apostles brought to Him a donkey and its colt and they placed their cloaks on it. A very big crowd spread their
cloaks on the road before Him. Others were cutting down branches from the trees and were spreading them on
the ground before Him. The huge crowds that went before Him and those who followed Him were calling out —
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
From this we learn several truths:

1. Christ Himself did not want to walk into Jerusalem but He wanted to ride in - like at that time was done
by kings, Caesar, government officials and conquerors .

2. In order to show Christ honor and respect and also to provide Him with some convenience, His own
disciples placed their cloaks on the donkey on which the Savior rode.

3. The common people had covered the path before the donkey not only with branches of palms but also
with their own cloaks in order to show Christ honor and gratitude while they sang His praises! Did
Christ rout them or rebuke them? Did He forbid them to show Him any signs of honor, praise or
gratitude? Of course not! He accepted everything! At that point in history, the ordinary method of
travel that was fastest and most comfortable was on a horse or a donkey, Whereas today we have
automobiles, especially here in America. All one has to do is glance down any street and see an
automobile parked in front of every house. Does anyone today consider it an evil or hold it against a
worker because he owns an automobile? It is like that steel horse or donkey which can get you
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everywhere. Naturally, with certain obstacles but you can go wherever you chose. Today, an
automobile is no longer a luxury but is something practical, comfortable and absolutely necessary!

Now, if almost every worker owns an automobile, why can’t the Holy Father have one? What does it
matter whether this auto is lined with damask linen, silk or rabbit fur or even gold? This automobile or the
automobiles were given to the Holy Father as gifts by very wealthy Protestant Americans. The Holy Father
accepted them and thanked these donors. I would have done the same! I am also sure that none of my listeners
would refuse such a gift!

They do not carry the Holy Father in a sedan-chair but in what is called “sedes Gestatoria”. This is a Papal
throne on a small platform which is borne on the shoulders of Papal chamberlains. They carry the Holy Father
high above the heads of onlookers in order that he may be better seen by the crowds. There is neither pride nor
conceit in this. It is just something very practical. How many times we read that the serfs unharness the horses
from the royal carriages and they themselves pull them through the streets all the way up to the royal palace!
How often it happens that someone seizes a hero out of a crowd, holds him high in the air and carries him on his
shoulders so that everyone could see him better! Even Jesus Christ, when He was surrounded by crowds,
always sought out a hill or some higher elevation from which He could be seen by the crowds. Finally, we
should also remember that when Popes are elected to this high office, they are usually already advanced in age —
therefore they should be given consideration not only because of their high office, but also because of their age.
The Holy Father is not proud nor does he lord it over others. This is evident if one reads his daily schedule and
sees the scope of his daily work.

The fourth question: “Why do we say in prayer - ...”And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil’? God never leads anyone into evil, therefore why do we insult Him like that?”

These two petitions: “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil” from the ending of the Lord’s
Prayer. It is so called because the Lord Jesus taught it to the people when He said, “When you pray, say — ‘Our
Father...etc.”” Therefore, how could we possibly insult God when we use the words that Jesus taught us?
Furthermore, the word “tempt” does not always mean “to lead into evil”. It often means “to be exposed to a
test”! this is the correct way of understanding the words of this prayer. “Do not expose us to a test and then
leave us — but allow us to triumph in our test and give us the grace to triumph!” None of us will have
difficulties with such things if we simply hold on to the explanations of the Church. Otherwise, we will either
fall away from the Church, or we will go crazy!

The fifth question: “A young girl who had just a few weeks ago arrived here from across the sea was not
admitted entry into the church because she had forgotten her money. Why?”

If this really happened, it is wrong! However, maybe this was the fault of some undiplomatic church usher,
or, maybe this girl was at fault and presented herself in a very arrogant way. I will give you an example. Two
years ago, a person who was not a very practicing Catholic came to our church for Midnight Mass. Before he
had come, he had drunk so much liquor that he was rocking from side to side like a goose when he arrived at
church at eleven thirty. The church was packed with people. This star gentleman went down the middle aisle,
stood by one bench and began to mumble aloud. I heard this noise and went out to him. I asked him, “Father,
what do you want?” He answered me, “Doggone it! I come to church once a year and even then there is no
room for me!” I asked him to calm down and to stand quietly. At this, he turned on his heel and left the church.
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A few days later, I found out that he was telling everybody everywhere that “Father Justin threw me out of
church”. Do you see what can happen?

It is true that Christ did not chase anyone away, but, please remember that He taught the people about
tithing and offerings. Today, if every Christian offered one tenth of what he earned to the Church for its needs
—if only everyone did this! Then, no priest would have to be such a beggar in God’s church, worrying
constantly and shortening his own life trying to find ways and means of paying his parish expenses! Let us all
look at things intelligently and in a practical way!

The sixth question: “Ts it fitting for a priest who preaches. ‘Thou shalt not kill” to go out to bless an army
that is leaving for battle - with a crucifix, a symbol of love and harmony, in his hand? Of course, God will not
accompany this army for that is murder!”

Let me again refer to the Book of the Old Testament. In the Book of Genesis we read that the enemy
attacked Sodom and Gomorrah and robbed them. Among the inhabitants of these cities was Lot, a nephew of
Abraham. Therefore, Abraham gathered his forces, went in pursuit of the enemy, met them at night, attacked
and scattered them. Upon Abraham’s return, Melchizedech the High Priest came out and blessed the soldiers.

Although not every war is a just war, there are instances when war is justified, especially when it is waged
in defense of its borders and to protect its people from invasion. Evidently, this is what the Lord had in mind
when He said, “When a strong man guards his house, there is peace in all that he possesses; but, if someone
stronger than he conquers him, he takes over all the defenses in which the former trusted and scatters them.”

Therefore, if the Church permits the blessing of military forces, it is only in order that these forces serve to
defend the nation, or the mother country. This is just for Skarga teaches us that our mother country is “The
Nest or Home of all nests or homes, the Mother of all mothers, the crown of all treasures! The Mother Country
or Homeland is that country of our parents, that language of our parents, those spiritual treasures and earthly
treasures. How can anyone not love such a common mother? A mother country is a great thing and love for the
Mother Country is not just an empty phrase, but it is a virtue and a holy obligation!”

Let it be clearly understood that I do not favor war. But, I do believe that every country has the obligation
to protect its borders and its people. If it has such an obligation, than it also has the right to use all responsible
means to do this. A just defense is neither murder nor suicide and it is not sinful! Finally, you can read for
yourself the twentieth chapter of the Book of Deuteronomy where you will find the rules concerning the waging
of war. I quote here an excerpt: “When you are going to war against your enemies, do not be afraid of them for
the Lord God is with you. The priest shall stand before the army that is prepared to fight and he shall say to
them: ‘Hear, O Israel, today you are going into battle against your enemies. Do not be faint-hearted or afraid.
Do not be terrified or give way to panic before them for the Lord your God is among you!”

From this, we believe that there are just wars — that a priest should be with the soldiers and that God
Himself is in the midst of the army that is fighting a just war as long as that army avoids atrocities, revenge, etc.
Is this now clearly understood?

The seventh and last question: “If God created this world for His children and He rules this world, then why
does He allow earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, floods, etc.? Does He send them purposely or is it that He
doesn’t know how to prevent them? After all, He calmed the storm on the sea just by stretching out His hand!”




